Greenwich Time - Hurrah for hors d'oeuvres! Newbie judges pick their favorite tidbits

Greenwich Time

Www greenwichtime._com

Real Estate Auto Listings Calendar

Contact Us

Home Page

Please Sign up to receive our FREE, weekly Food
and Dining newsletter or Log in

School Closings

73° F, Clear
5 Day Forecast
Radar
Hurricane Watch

Pollen forecast

Search:

H

®site O Google

enhanced by (3T J"{lk"
Advanced Search

Site Contents

Features
» Movies
TV
* Lottery
« Travel
» Entertainment
» Wedding Forms
- Astrology

Classifieds
 Find a Mortgage
» Personals

News
« Local
+ National & World
* New York City
» Around the State
« Obituaries

Your Health

Opinions

Features

Hurrah for horsd'oeuvres! Newbiejudges

pick their favoritetidbits

By Valerie Foster
Features Editor

Published September 21 2005

Carolyn and Jerry Anderson have a unique way of
thanking the clients of their real estate business,
Anderson Associates of Greenwich.

Annually, they host a "best of" tasting under a huge
tent on the grounds of their backcountry Greenwich
estate and invite 200 or so new and old friends who
act as food critics for the night. On a recent Friday,
with the hint of fall in the air, these newly appointed
judges sat around large round tables, sipping
glasses of wine and eagerly awaiting the first of 20
hors d'oeuvres - provided by 10 of our area's top
caterers - that would be nibbled, dissected,
discussed and finally judged.

*

Behind the scenes

This is the third time the Andersons have held this
event. They started with pizza, judged truffles and
vanilla ice cream last year, and decided to tackle
hors d'oeuvres this night. Each caterer was asked to
provide one hot and one cold nibble that would be
dropped off before guests arrived. The caterers were
not allowed to stay because this was a blind tasting.

Kitchen duties were led by Patricia Donnelly and her
crew of 10, who made sure each hors d'oeuvre
arrived before the judges as each caterer specified.
In some cases, that meant heating the food. Others
required assembling.

"They were really wonderful," Carolyn Anderson
says of the kitchen crew. "They knew how important
it was to get each hors d'oeuvre to us, handled
properly, and delivered as the caterer would."

*

Under the tent
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"The caterers agonized over what to provide," Jerry

Anderson tells the crowd. "After all, how many tuna B Hors doeuvres

tartars do you want to taste? Many changed their recipes
selection, some of them many times. Some caterers Sep 21, 2005

specified their hot hors d'oeuvres be served at room
temperature. Others wanted their cold hors
d'oeuvres served at room temperature.”
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And we judges thought our job difficult?

We are told to rate on a scale of five, and Jerry
Anderson suggests we just make believe we are at a
party and hors d'oeuvres are being passed. A three
means we would like to have the hors d'ouevre
again. If you are eating it only because you are very
hungry, that would be a two. A one? You never want
to lay eyes on that particular food again.

@ Cookie Exchange

@ Cooking with Class

If you taste a hors d'oeuvre and then go searching

for the server to get a second bite, that's a four. You B Gen-ufiections:

would march into the kitchen for a five. Emmy?
And one last rule: Use the erasers at the end of the @ Astrology

pencils. We can all change our minds.

*

The main event

First up: Coconut Batter Shrimp with Apricot Horseradish Dipping Sauce,
followed by Crab, Lime & Ginger Salad in Crispy Phyllo Cups.

As we place numbers next to each hors d'oeuvre, many judges wish they were at
that party Jerry Anderson talked about, where all you have to do is eat and drink.
To think: We were sympathizing with the caterers. Judging really is hard work.

The hors d'oeuvres keep arriving -- Seedless Grapes Rolled in Stilton Cheese
and Dusted with Crushed Pistachios, Mini Maryland Crab Cakes with Lime
Cilantro Tartar Sauce, Vanilla Lobster Salad on Cucumber Shoots, Tuna Sashimi
on Sesame Flats -- and the night grows more serious, with more erasing and less
comparing notes.

The judges are maturing, becoming more critical, acting like -- well -- like judges.

next >>

Next
Jump to page: 1 2
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YOU WANT FEELS
PRETTY GOOD.

@

FIND THE RIGHT
CAR FOR YoOu.™

http://www.greenwichtime.com/features/scn-sa-toplsep21,0,2151242.story ?col | =green-features-headlines (3 of 4)9/21/2005 8:33:37 AM


http://adserver.trb.com/event.ng/Type=click&FlightID=66078&AdID=117944&Custom=cars.com&TargetID=4470&Segments=165,245,284,285,530,673,692,755,1600,1942,2167,3098,3391,3753,3907,3954,4709,5088,6764,6787,50511,52118,52398,52641,53181,53872&Targets=1887,2430,2812,4470,9005,51006,53211,53653,54984&Values=31,43,51,60,72,83,84,90,100,110,131,150,287,289,309,328,335,388,402,442,591,834,903,998,1016,1051,1065,1066,1089,1091,1093,1105,1112,1136,1191,1212,1260,1263,1272,1282,1309,1604,1606,1617,1646,1648,1653,1654,1656,1664,1681,1737,1745,1748,1754,1758,1762,1786,1787,1788,1816,1838,1863,1870,1871,1882,1887,1888,1890,1892,1917,1957,1978,1985,1986,2011,2017,2035,2036,2044,2091,2106,2160,2281,2283,2297,2377,2380,2384,2548,2625,2719,2720,2765,2782,2804,2805,2806,2837,2838,2861,2863,2915,2932,2938,2948,2971,3005,3023,3024,3047,3051,3055,3058,3061&RawValues=USERAGENTID%2CMozilla/4.0%2520(compatible%253B%2520MSIE%25206.0%253B%2520Windows%2520NT%25205.0%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.0.3705%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25201.1.4322%253B%2520.NET%2520CLR%25202.0.50215)%2CTID%2C38dfj8511j320u&Redirect=http:%2F%2Fwww.cars.com%2Fcarsapp%2Fscni%2F%3Fszc%3D32801%26srv%3Dadlocator%26act%3Dpopulate%26ft%3D1%26tf%3Dquick_usedforsale-default.tmpl%26page%3Dused%26rn%3D7%26zc%3D06901%26rd%3D10

Greenwich Time - Hurrah for hors d'oeuvres! Newbie judges pick their favorite tidbits

© 2005, Southern Connecticut Newspapers, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.
Terms of Service | Privacy Policy

http://www.greenwichtime.com/features/scn-sa-toplsep21,0,2151242.story ?col|=green-features-headlines (4 of 4)9/21/2005 8:33:37 AM

A SALE ON
DIGITAL
CAMERAS
THAT'LL

MAKE
YOU SMILE.

CATEGORIES:

Bed & Bath
Children's Apparel
Computers & Software
Digital Cameras
Electronics

Food & Beverages
Health & Beauty
Horme Furnishings
Horme Improvement
Office Supplies
Shoes & Boots

Toys & Games
Video Games
Wamen's Apparel

Find deals
at stores near you.
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