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BY CYNTHIA TOKUMITSU

"Caché," says Dot Reilly, manager
ol the Greenwich office of William Pitt
Real "that's what makes
Greenwich so special. Its always been
thatway."

Mansions hidden behind gates
and gardens, New England reserve and
sensibility, the waterfront with its
marshes and marinas and shoreline,
history that harkens back to the
Revolutionary War, prime dining and

Estate,

shopping. ..

And, yes, houses listed in the
$300,000 range. "Don' automatically
think you can' afford to come live
here," says broker Janie Galbreath ol
Round Hill Partners in Greenwich,
"just because you're startingout."

Greenwich Basics

Do the above comments mean
that just about anyone could reason-
ably consider moving to Greenwich?
The answer is yes. From those seeking
a luxury lilestyle and its amenities, to
those seeking a modest first buy in a
quiet, rural, family-oriented commu-
nity, Greenwich can [it the bill
Amazingly, Greenwich is able to meet
the needs of a wide range of people
without losing its distinctive identity.
This identity stems from the blend of
Greenwichs Long Island Sound loca-
tion, tangible Revolutionary era histo-
ry,and crisp New England character.

As the southernmost town in
Connecticut, Greenwich is indeed the
"Gateway 1o New England." It is also,
therefore, the town in Connecticul
closest to New York City; quite close in
lact. This proximity hasa majorimpact
onwho movesinto the community, lur-
ing many prolessionals and executives
who work in the city On the other
hand, there are numerous corporate
centers closerby, towhich people com-
mute by car: Stamford and Greenwich
itsellin Connecticut; and White Plains,
Armonk, and Purchase in New York.
Any of these is less than one hour from
Greenwich, some as close as ten to [if-
teen minutes.

Greenwichs location on the
Sound shapes its character and brings
many advantages: the nautical, seaside
atmosphere that pervades some areas;
the pungent salt air; the beaches; the
beautiful marshes and their wildlife.
Because the shore faces not the open
ocean but Long Island several miles
out, the water is gentle enough for
young children and easy to swim in. At
the various public and private beaches,
one can waich the tides, hunt for shells,
doze under an umbrella in the sand.
This waterfront location means that
boaters are particularly attracted to
Greenwich, with its yacht clubs and
marinas. Theloveolfboatsand theseais
a common thread among many
Greenwich residents.

Whether people are moving
from far away or from another suburb
nearby, they are often lured to
Greenwich by its strong community
and family orientation, which are bol-
stered by the town’s superior public
schools. (See page 34 for details.)
Although Greenwich encompasses
several sub-communities with their
own post offices and train stations, the
major services, such as police and
town-wide This
approach offers the best of both
worlds, supportingastrongallegiance

schools, are

to Greenwich overall, along with a
close-knit community connection.
Unlike many suburban towns,
which basically shut down after 8 p.m.,
Greenwich is "full of activity at night,"
says Renee Gallagher, managing direc-
tor of Round Hill Partners. She recallsa
recent evening, walking through town
with her hushand and finding "stores
open, people strollingabout." This, she
notes, will have special appeal to the ex-
urbanites who aren't quite ready to pull
downtheshades whenthe sunsets.
Once they experience life in
Greenwich, many residents choose to
remain there as their lifestyle evolves.
Renee Gallagher notes that her agency
sees much repeat business, [rom people
trading up as their [amilies grow and
then trading down as their nests empty
out. As people proceed through these
life stages, the one constant is their
determination to remain in Greenwich.
In addition, Laurel Dove, manager of
Coldwell Bankers Greenwich office
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B Opposite Pag
Inset:A distinctive
period haome in
Greenwich—a Greek
Revival built in 1925
witha front toback
entry foyer, terrace
poolandspa, Qffered
by Coldwell Banker fin
$4. 3mullion

& Above: Members
fraternize at the
Indian Harbor Yacht
Clubon Greenwich

Harbor

= Bottom:A 20 room,
7 bedroom French
Chateau-style resi-
dence withviews of the
sailing harbor and
g.l?f'll\_:F\IIHHrII_‘?I'[II.‘{'r
Offercd by Sotheby’s
for$9.8 million, the
estate alsoincludes
435 feetof harbor
footage, a pool, afresh
st

cottage, security gate-

water pond, a

howse and an 8-car

garage
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(Coldwell Banker/Curuis), notes that
part of Greenwich’s enduring appeal is

w Botton: The Bush-
Holley House Museum
inCos Cob.once home — yhay the town "has carefully maintained
I-'l“i|||-‘fl'1\|'||llf\\?lh'f-‘ - "

itsgrowth levels" overaperiod ol time,
Especially for many New
Yorkers, who are used to higher tax
rates,

of Amenicas first
Impressionist Art
Colony, isowned and
operated by Historical

: L5 'I.hC IL\\\' rates in Connecticut
Societyof the Town of

are an immediate chance Lo save
thousands of dollars. In Greenwich
and some ol its surrounding towns,
they can realize these savings with-
out lengthening their commute il
they work in Manhattan. Tax assess-

Greenwich

ments are limited to 70 percent of
market value: there are no separate
school taxes; and there is no town
income tax. The state income 1ax is

4.4 percent

The Communities of Greenwich
Greenwich contains several dis-

tinct communities, each of which hasa

special personality and unique attrac-
tions. Over the years, some of these
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communities have gained a
reputation almost as well-
known as Greenwich —
such as Riverside. Here is a
summary ol the main
Greenwich communities.

Central Greenwich is
"an old-fashioned down-
town," says Laurel Dove.
With policemen directing
traffic in the central area
instead of wralfic lights, dri-
vers' rage and egos are kept
in check and civility flour-
ishes. Central Greenwich
revolves around Greenwich
Avenue and its upscale
shops and dining. In close
proximity to the town cen-
ler are apartments, co-ops,
condos, and single family
homes. "Many people come
asking to live within walk-
ing distance of the town,"
says Dove

Cos Cob is
with a large variety ol hous-
ingand zoning, [roma quar-
ter acre up. Its larger parcels
list for $1 million and high-
er. Thus, Cos Cob encom-
passes an economic diversi-

diverse,

ty that gives it a unique sense of vitality
and completeness. A young family
could purchase a starter home in Cos
Cob and then trade up several times
within the community. Cos Cob hasa
historical [lavor that is enhanced by its
waterfront and nautical [focus.
Centering around its own small vil-
lage, Cos Cob [eatures the historic

Bush-Holley House Museum, antique

homes, and convenient shopping
Old Greenwich 1oo

around its own village [eaturing

revolves

delightful shops and restaurants. It
has its own post office and train sta-
tion. Old Greenwich 1swatertront-ori-
ented, with renowned beaches, parks
and recreation, as well as charming
water{ront neighborhoods. Its parcels
of land are smaller than in some other
areas, encouraginga [riendly, old-fash-
ioned community feel. Kids can ride
bikes and walk to each others” houses
andtoschool. Old Greenwich features
a branch of the renowned Greenwich
Public Library with an outstanding
childrensroom

Riverside,
Greenwich, also enjoysa waterfront, its
own post office, and train station. It has
a town center that is slightly smaller

which abuts Old

than that of Old Greenwich. Riverside’s
housing is primarily single-family, with
lot sizes somewhat larger than Old
Greenwich’s
neighborhoods, Riverside is family-
and community-oriented

Back Country, the most rural
section, lies north of the Merritt

Known for its strong

Parkway. In contrast to the more
concentrated living nearer the shore,
Back Country is wooded and hilly,
and its housing consists exclusively
ol single-family residences, most
four-acre zoned. Back Country is
also known as horse country; and
riding trails weave throughout its
verdant expanse.
Byram, unlike
Greenwich sub-communities, doesn't

many other







